An archaeologid isthe best husband awomean can have. Theolder she getsthe noreinterested heisin her. ~ Agatha Chrigie

Therewas ahappy & friendly get together & Old Rope Walk,

organised by Knitting Organiser Janet Hemdey on the 6"

March, for what is one of

RSVPs regular  knitting

handovers to  Samaitans

Purse Who teke them, with

the shoeboxes that they

distribute, to disadvantaged

children in Eagtern Europe.

Peter & Eileen Ivermee [pictured] of the Samaritans Purse

gave a dide show of children living in gopdling conditions,

who bendfit from the efforts of our knitters Out of thismisery,

it was a plessure to see the smiles of joy & happiness on their
faces when given our gift of knitting
and to know that it means o much
tothem.
RSVP's knitters excdled
themsdves, with not only dl the
beautifully knitted and colourful

garments produced, but with the quantity dso, which seemed

to be even mare than on previous handovers.

For further information on how to bea volunteer knitter
please contact Janet Hemsley on [01202] 694186

This article also appeared in April’s I ssue of Focus

In early April, RSVP had an invite to atend a gaff medting
held to discuss the results of this years patient survey, which
was carried out at both the Creskmoor & Oakdde practices as
isrequired for dl primary care practices.

The written survey quedtioned patients on the qudity of
Service, inviting comments on improving savices & any other
uggedtions pertaining to both surgeries.

The ovedl reaults reflected very wdl on both plessat &
efident doctors surgeries

Judy Green & Pdricia Edwards were very flattered to be pat
of this occagon.  With Pdricia commenting that Snce she
herdf is a patient & one of the surgeries she was and had
dways been very hgppy with the excdlent care and dtention
sherecaved.

Our Dorset East team are delighted at
the well-deserved award of an OBE in
the Queen’s New Y ear Honours list for
the former director of CSV Pentonville

Road Denise Murphy. The award will be in her married
name, Denise Wilkinson.

TheQuean'sAward for Voluntary Service

More than half of people in the UK (57%) believe
voluntary groups do not receive enough public
recognition for the outstanding work they do, according
to areport uncovering the nation®voluntary habits.

The survey, from The Queen® Award for Voluntary
Service, shows that celebrities in the public eye are well

known for their charitable activities, with people naming
Richard Branson as the public figure believed to give the
mogt time to voluntary causes in the UK, followed by
Prince Charles and lan Botham. A survey in the north
east of England has shown that 29% of the population
volunteer at least once a month and 44% of the survey®
respondents in the region believe these ordinary folk are
not sufficiently acknowledged for their remarkable work.

The Queen® Award for Voluntary Service ams to
recognise groups of individuals who are giving their time
freely for the benefit of others. Self-nomination is not
permitted. The award, established in 2002, is the highest
honour that can be bestowed upon groups of this kind
and is equivaent in gtatus to the MBE. It not only serves
to provide recognition of volunteer groups, but also
demonstrates the high respect in which volunteering is
held.

I nflation 'ten timeshigher' for older people

The rising cogt of food and fuel, combined with record
lows in savings returns and under performing pensions,
mean tha people aged 70 and over will suffer a
disproportionate increase in the cost of living. The
figures from the Ingitute of Fiscal Studies show that
even the five per cent up-rating for the basic public
sector pension due this month will not be enough to ease
the pressure on older people. Age Concern and Help the
Aged point out that with up to £5 billion worth of
benefits going unclaimed every year, it is time the
Government removed the barrier of claiming and made
benefit payment automatic for older people.



Every cae has been taken to summarise accurady what ae
sometimes, complex documents and the views expressed are those of
the editor and not necessarily of RSVP.

Wally Harbert  email: agecare@btinternet.com 2" April 2009

The Volunteer centres of Bournemouth & Poole have sent
a sad farewell to the Ambassadors, some of whom have
been with them for four years. They each received a
photo-book of their time volunteering, which has made
them life-long friends of the VVolunteer Centre.

[back I-r] Dennis Blacker, Pat Cressall, Judith Skinner,
Chrigtine Mills, Judy Green [RsvP], Raph Monk [RsvP],
Judy Gault, Maggie Bowden [RSVP].

[frontI-f] Carrie Smith, Beryl Potter, Shirley Sherman,
Kimberley Fancy.
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Spring has come and as much as you might try to
ignore it, the garden is calling or in my case yelling for
S attention.
3 The grass is not quite as ‘high as an
“ats elephant’s eye but with the sunny
AT April weather, it's  getting there.
e Unfortunately, even though | feed,
mow & especialy weed the grass, | till
find myself glaring at assorted little horrors that have
the temerity to rear their ugly headsinstead of doing the
decent thing & turning up their little weedy toes.
My next-door neighbour has just had a dying tree cut
down, which is, or rather was, the resting place of apair
of pigeons.
Poor things, having been deprived of their usua perch,
they have decided to roost, in the pouring rain, on my
pergolainstead.
There they both sit, al puffed up with little down
turned beaks & squinty eyes, which only need a pair of
glasses to round off their rather quaint, grumpy looking
appearance.
I know how they fedl, but as | sit in my back porch
sipping my hot cup of tea, | a least can console myself
with the fact that my garden is getting the rain it very
much needs.
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Poole Libraries have contacted RSVP Eag Dors to invite usto
get involved with a new scheme cdled “Make Friends with a
Book", dated & Broaddone and Rossmore (Parkgone)
libraries

Theideaof the schemeisto have aweekly reading group where
short dories, poams or inddments of anove are reed doud to
thegroup, followed by adiscusson.

Thefadlitator (organiser) does dl the reading,, there is no nead
for anyoneto reed anything in between meetingsand no onuson
anyone other then ligen to the story and enjoy acup of coffesor
teawith somebiscuits

In prattice, it gopears thet people do share thar own dories
ometimes quite persond ones dso, they are making friends
and coming back to reeding fter quite long periods away. The
ideaisto target isolated and londy people and the two reading
groupsareddinitdy building sodd networks

Asthetwo exiging groups are doing o wdl, Podlelibrariesare
keen to expand to other libraries and possbly resdentid homes
and day centres

We are hoping that RSVP can recruit volunteers to hdp in this
vauable sodd project, which could be teken up dl over our
aea

While it's egly days for our involvement in this prgedt, it's
hoped good and interesting things can comefrom thisscheme

If anyoneisinterested in facilitating at a meeting or organising
abook club, please contact Judy Green on [01202] 625314

You don’t have to be a car driver to qualify for a Blue
Badge, which if granted, will enable arelative or friend
to help you get about.

Contact Poole council by phoneor onlinefor further information
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o If you would liketo recavefutur e copiesaf this
E»Ma' N’ Leter direct toyour computer pleaselet meknow.
>
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Please note thet the comments expressed in this N’ Letter, are those
of ether the contributors or the editor, and not necessarily those of
RSVP, and whilgt care has been taken to ensure accuracy, RSVP
East Dorset cannat be held responsible for any errors or omissions.

Please remember:

Rather than bin your copy of the latest RSVP Newdetter recydeit to a
friend, your locd surgery wating room, or indeed wherever dseyou think
thet it might be of interest to other peopleand in so doing help promate the
work of RSVP. Email: patricia.edwar ds@virgin.net




If you have any enquiries or need further information about RSV P (Retired & Senior Volunteer Programme) please contact
Judy Green (Regiona Co-ordinator) on 01202 625314
RSVPis part of CSV. CSV isacompany limited by guarantee, registered in England under No.1435877 & is aregistered charity N0.291222



