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An archaeologist is the best husband a woman can have.  The older she gets the more interested he is in her.     ~ Agatha Christie 
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There was a happy & friendly get together at Old Rope Walk, 
organised by Knitting Organiser Janet Hemsley on the 6th 
March, for what is one of 
RSVP’s regular knitting 
handovers to Samaritans 
Purse.  Who take them, with 
the shoeboxes that they 
distribute, to disadvantaged 
children in Eastern Europe. 
Peter & Eileen Ivermee [pictured] of the Samaritans Purse 
gave a slide show of children living in appalling conditions, 
who benefit from the efforts of our knitters. Out of this misery, 
it was a pleasure to see the smiles of joy & happiness on their 

faces when given our gift of knitting 
and to know that it means so much 
to them.  
RSVP’s knitters excelled 
themselves, with not only all the 
beautifully knitted and colourful 

garments produced, but with the quantity also, which seemed 
to be even more than on previous handovers. 
 

For fur ther information on how to be a volunteer knitter 
please contact Janet Hemsley on [01202] 694186 

 

This article also appeared in April’s Issue of Focus 
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In early April, RSVP had an invite to attend a staff meeting 
held to discuss the results of this years’ patient survey, which 
was carried out at both the Creekmoor & Oakdale practices, as 
is required for all primary care practices. 
The written survey questioned patients on the quality of 
service, inviting comments on improving services & any other 
suggestions pertaining to both surgeries. 
The overall results reflected very well on both pleasant & 
efficient doctors’ surgeries. 
Judy Green & Patricia Edwards were very flattered to be part 
of this occasion.  With Patricia commenting that since she 
herself is a patient at one of the surgeries, she was and had 
always been very happy with the excellent care and attention 
she received.               � � � � � � � � � 	 �
�

� � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � �
�

Our Dorset East team are delighted at 
the well-deserved award of an OBE in 
the Queen’s New Year Honours list for 
the former director of CSV Pentonville 

Road Denise Murphy. The award will be in her married 
name, Denise Wilkinson.  
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The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service  
 

More than half of people in the UK (57%) believe 
voluntary groups do not receive enough public 
recognition for the outstanding work they do, according 
to a report uncovering the nation©s voluntary habits. 

The survey, from The Queen©s Award for Voluntary 
Service, shows that celebrities in the public eye are well 
known for their charitable activities, with people naming 
Richard Branson as the public figure believed to give the 
most time to voluntary causes in the UK, followed by 
Prince Charles and Ian Botham.  A survey in the north 
east of England has shown that 29% of the population 
volunteer at least once a month and 44% of the survey©s 
respondents in the region believe these ordinary folk are 
not sufficiently acknowledged for their remarkable work. 

The Queen©s Award for Voluntary Service aims to 
recognise groups of individuals who are giving their time 
freely for the benefit of others.  Self-nomination is not 
permitted. The award, established in 2002, is the highest 
honour that can be bestowed upon groups of this kind 
and is equivalent in status to the MBE. It not only serves 
to provide recognition of volunteer groups, but also 
demonstrates the high respect in which volunteering is 
held. 
 
 

Inflation 'ten times higher' for older people 
The rising cost of food and fuel, combined with record 
lows in savings returns and under performing pensions, 
mean that people aged 70 and over will suffer a 
disproportionate increase in the cost of living.  The 
figures from the Institute of Fiscal Studies show that 
even the five per cent up-rating for the basic public 
sector pension due this month will not be enough to ease 
the pressure on older people.  Age Concern and Help the 
Aged point out that with up to £5 billion worth of 
benefits going unclaimed every year, it is time the 
Government removed the barrier of claiming and made 
benefit payment automatic for older people. 
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Every care has been taken to summarise accurately what are, 
sometimes, complex documents and the views expressed are those of 
the editor and not necessarily of RSVP.  
 
Wally Harbert      email: agecare@btinternet.com      2nd April 2009 
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The Volunteer centres of Bournemouth & Poole have sent 
a sad farewell to the Ambassadors, some of whom have 
been with them for four years. They each received a 
photo-book of their time volunteering, which has made 
them life-long friends of the Volunteer Centre. 
 

 
 
[back l-r] Dennis Blacker, Pat Cressell, Judith Skinner, 
              Christine Mills, Judy Green [RSVP], Ralph Monk [RSVP],  
              Judy Gault, Maggie Bowden [RSVP]. 
[front l-r]  Carrie Smith, Beryl Potter, Shirley Sherman,  
              Kimberley Fancy. 
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Spring has come and as much as you might try to 
ignore it, the garden is calling or in my case yelling for 

attention. 
The grass is not quite as ‘high as an 
elephant’s eye’  but with the sunny 
April weather, it’ s getting there. 
Unfortunately, even though I feed, 

mow & especially weed the grass, I still 
find myself glaring at assorted little horrors that have 
the temerity to rear their ugly heads instead of doing the 
decent thing & turning up their little weedy toes.  
My next-door neighbour has just had a dying tree cut 
down, which is, or rather was, the resting place of a pair 
of pigeons.  
Poor things, having been deprived of their usual perch, 
they have decided to roost, in the pouring rain, on my 
pergola instead.   
There they both sit, all puffed up with little down 
turned beaks & squinty eyes, which only need a pair of 
glasses to round off their rather quaint, grumpy looking  
appearance.   
I know how they feel, but as I sit in my back porch 
sipping my hot cup of tea, I at least can console myself 
with the fact that my garden is getting the rain it very 
much needs. 
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Poole Libraries have contacted RSVP East Dorset to invite us to 
get involved with a new scheme called “Make Friends with a 
Book", started at Broadstone and Rossmore (Parkstone) 
libraries.   
The idea of the scheme is to have a weekly reading group where 
short stories, poems or instalments of a novel are read aloud to 
the group, followed by a discussion.  
The facilitator (organiser) does all the reading,, there is no need 
for anyone to read anything in between meetings and no onus on 
anyone other than listen to the story and enjoy a cup of coffee or 
tea with some biscuits.  
In practice, it appears that people do share their own stories, 
sometimes quite personal ones; also, they are making friends 
and coming back to reading after quite long periods away. The 
idea is to target isolated and lonely people and the two reading 
groups are definitely building social networks. 
As the two existing groups are doing so well, Poole libraries are 
keen to expand to other libraries and possibly residential homes 
and day centres.   
We are hoping that RSVP can recruit volunteers to help in this 
valuable social project, which could be taken up all over our 
area. 
While it’s early days for our involvement in this project, it’s 
hoped good and interesting things can come from this scheme
 �
If anyone is interested in facilitating at a meeting or organising 
a book club, please contact Judy Green on [01202] 625314 
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You don’ t have to be a car driver to qualify for a Blue 
Badge, which if granted, will enable a relative or friend 
to help you get about.  
Contact Poole council by phone or online for further information 
�
�
�
� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � �� � 	 � � &�
 
             If you would like to receive future copies of this  
                N’Letter direct to your computer please let me know. 
 
 
 

Please note that the comments expressed in this N’Letter, are those 
of either the contributors or the editor, and not necessarily those of 
RSVP, and whilst care has been taken to ensure accuracy, RSVP 
East Dorset cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions.                 

 
Please remember :  
 

Rather than bin your copy of the latest RSVP Newsletter recycle it to a 
friend, your local surgery waiting room, or indeed wherever else you think 
that it might be of interest to other people and in so doing help promote the 
work of RSVP.                                             Email: patr icia.edwards@virgin.net 
 



 

 

If you have any enquiries or need further information about RSVP (Retired & Senior Volunteer Programme) please contact 
Judy Green (Regional Co-ordinator) on 01202 625314 

RSVP is part of CSV.  CSV is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England under No.1435877 & is a registered charity No.291222 


