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By the time you're eighty years old you've leareedrything. You only have to remember+iGeorge Burns 1896-1996

In May this year, Jackie Acres was invited to join thg
board of Governors at Courhill 1st School, where she |s
a Dorset East Schools Volunteer.

From their offer it would appear the School think well
of Jackie and she in turn was delighted to accept h
new role.

Jackie is very much enjoying the interaction with thd
youngsters reading group, which she finds bot
worthwhile and fulfilling.
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Report from Jackie Acres on her school volunteering
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| started as a volunteer listening to children reading on
13" October 2008 with Squirrels class, year 2 at
Courthill First School.

At first, all the children looked very similar in their
smart yellow sweatshirts, but gradually, | was able t
put a name to a few.

There were about 6 children who usually sat in th
middle at the same table together. One little guy sai
‘When am | going to read to you?’ Since then Josh has
come on leaps & bounds & is a super little reader.
These children were slightly weaker in their reading §
they are the ones | have sat with mostly.

Sometimes we play a children’s form of monopoly &
the children read the cards, as in Community Chest. Qn
one occasion, Ellie’'s counter landed on a tortoise & thie
card said that if she had one of these in her garden, ghe
could collect 2 counters. ‘I don’t have a tortoise in my
garden’ she said. Jonas then said ‘But she IS going
move!’

Sometimes the teachers ask me to do other little jolbs
e.g. filing etc, which I'm pleased to do. However, the
children then come out & ask, ‘No reading today?’ So |l
say, ‘You can be *1next time’ & they certainly don’t
forget.

At Christmas, we made Christmas cards. Henry wgs
very neat & measured each piece before cutting it. |l
passed the comment ‘We have a budding civil engine
here’. After asking me what that was, he said, ‘Well
am quite clever'. Contd. next column
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Angel informs me that she is left handed & artistic.
Apparently, ‘Most left handed people are artistic’. |
bow to her superior knowledge!

Elliot & Lewis are very similar in looks to me. igll says he
doesn't mind if | confuse him with Lewis as mosbje
confuse him with Sammy.

Sometimes I'm asked to sit in the class & they talkne as
though I am one of them. On these occasions,ithetehorus

of “Thank you Mrs Acres” as | leave.

We recently (June) went off on a day trip to Brazenisland

in Poole harbour. As a volunteer, | had 5 children to ‘keep an
eye on', 2 girls & 3 boys. It was a truly amazifay with ‘'m

hot Mrs Acres. When are we having lunch Mrs Ackééfat
time is it Mrs Acres?’ | loved every minute. Thiéldren were
good. We walked a long way around the island &nalht
home weary but happy, having had an enjoyable day.
Shortly the term ends & these little people will be/img on.
How they have grown; not only in stature, but @lsmnfidence!

Judy Bailey
Bridges Book Club Project Organiser

| was born in Kensington W1 & lived in
Tottenham N17 for 16 years, where my
parents were shopkeepers throughout the
war, during which | was an evacuee for
4yrs. If space permitted, there is a long
story | could relate about my wartime experiences. In
total, | have lived in over 27 different places.

When the war ended, we moved to various shops in
Surrey, Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire. | trained as a
GPO telephonist, which enabled me to be a
Receptionist/Telephonist in many jobs. My last full
time job was as a Sales/Receptionist Negotiator for a
building firm in Ringwood, Hants, where | sold 117
houses & bungalows.

I married in 1953, had 2 daughters & now have 2
Grandchildren [one of each] & four months ago became
a Great-Grandmother.

My husband worked on Concorde in Toulouse, France
for 5 Y2yrs. & we joined him for 2%yrs. only coming
home for the children’s schooling.

I now live in Mudeford in Sheltered Accommodation &
3 years ago joined RSVP. | am a school volunteer
helping with children’s reading at Mudeford Junior
School & 13 months ago formed a Book Club at
Christchurch Library, which has 9 members.

I love swimming, line dancing & walking so belong to
Christchurch Ramblers Club. | am also a member of a
skittles group and a darts team. In addition through our
social committee, | run a coffee morning Mondays in
our hall.

| belong to our Housing Committee Association,
Western Challenge, attending panel meetings, forums &
a yearly conference. Contd. overleaf.....



Through them, | am a responsible resident for our

Garden Grounds. Recently | was made a Void Inspectpr
and have to wear a hard hat, boots & illuminated jacket
to inspect empty houses, bungalows & flats to report gn

conditions & repairs needed etc.
Lastly but not least, occasionally | help on coffeg
mornings at our local theatre The Regent

During the school summer recess, we held a geft-

together for our volunteers working in schools, in order

for them to be able to exchange views & stories on thefir

experiences.

Several came along to the venue in Hamworthy, Poole

where Regional Co-ordinator Judy Green & Schools
Volunteer Jackie Acres, held an afternoon tea.

There were two new ladies, about to undertake schoqls
volunteering, who were able to come along also. It wds
helpful to them to meet with people already established

in schools who could speak of their experiences &
different styles of schooling.

On the 17 July 2009, Carrie Smijtllunteer
Centre Manager - Bournemouth & Poole] married
her long time partner and changed he
name from Miss Smith to Mrs Smith. As

Carrie herself said, ‘Handy, huh? No name change

required - spooky but true!’
She invited former Ambassadors of the Gold Star
Project, of which three are from Dorset East RSVP, t
witness the happy event at the Guildhall, Market Stregt
Poole.
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The number of cases of listeria jeople over 60has
doubled in the past nine years. It seems thainoiieee of
the people who get food poisoning caused by listeria die ag
result.

The Food Standards Agency has issued a timely demin
about making sure we understand the difference betiveen
best before date on food storage & the use by date.

The ‘best before’ date is about the quality & tasftehe
product, but once the food is past the ‘use by das time
to throw it away.

Do not use food past its ‘use by’ date
Make sure your fridge is betwe€elC® 5°C [32F& 41°F]

Follow the storage instructions on food labels
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In mid Sept regional co-ordinator Judy Green invited
her organisers to a cream tea at the Manor House Hotel,
Studland Bay as a "thank you" for all their hard work
done on behalf of RSVP.

It being a warm afternoon they were able to take
advantage of the weather & have their tea in the
grounds of the hotel, overlooking the sea. Unfortunately
not all the organisers were able to attend, but those who
did so had a very sociable afternoon.

! inally, with the expert and very patient

help of Chris Brett, who does the main

CSV website, Dorset East will soon have

its very own website.

It should be made clear that the delay was

caused by yours truly who dithered about

somewhat.

However, having finally ‘bitten the bullet’, | am now
very keen on the idea, as not only is it an opportunity to
highlight what we do in Dorset East; it will also be an
excellent opportunity to recruit more volunteers.
Details of the new website will appear in our next
newsletter in the New Year.
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If you would like to receive future qaies of this
o N'Letter direct to your computer pkase let me know.
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Please note that the comments expressed in thettdl are those
of either the contributors or the editor, and restaessarily those of
RSVP, and whilst every care is taken to ensurerac,uRSVP
Dorset East cannot be held responsible for angsar@missions

Please remember:

Rather than bin your copy of the latest RSVP Né¢eslecycle it to a
friend, your local surgery waiting room, or indedekrever else you think
that it might be of interest to other people arsbidoing help promote the
work of RSVP.

Email: patricia.edwards@virgin.net

If you have any enquiries or need further informatabout RSVP (Retired & Senior Volunteer Programpfease contact
Judy Green (Regional Co-ordinator) 0B1202 625314
RSVP is part of CSV. CSV is a company limited lnagntee, registered in England under No.14358&7a&egistered charity No.291222



